


Featured Map Types
This guide will help you understand the basic map types. The maps emphasize population patterns across the United States by using
color (and sometimes proportional circles, bars, and flow arrows) rather than words. Thus very few maps have geographic labels; but
reference maps are provided at the front of the book and in Appendix A.

Choropleth - Colors fill geographic areas to represent data values.
Choropleth maps are used to show derived values such as percents and
medians.

200

0 200 mi

0

0 100 mi0 100 mi

Most Common Heating Fuel

1950

Heating fuel used in the
highest percentage of households

Bottled gas

Coal

Electricity

Fuel oil

No fuel

Utility gas

Wood

Data not
available

Qualitative- Colors fill
geographic areas to show cate-
gory rather than quantity

FL

CA

TX

AZ

CO

NV

WA

GA

NC

PA

CT

From NY

From NY

NY

NJ

26,709

47,737

35,633

42,421

22,189

20,307

11,517

9,183

7,664

6,888

65,320

62,310

22,769

14,601

14,59214,59214,59214,592

104031

Foreign-Born Outmigration

California, New York, and Texas, 1995 to 2000
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the immigration gateway states of
California, New York, and Texas

Migration from California

Migration from New York

Migration from Texas

0 200 mi

0 200 mi

0 100 mi0 100 mi

Flow - Represents movement
between geographic areas. Used
in this book to show migration
of people.

CA

NV

47,73

20,307

22,769

14,592

Graduated Symbol - Used to show numbers of the
population or phenomenon rather than percents or other
derived values. Symbols are proportional to the total num-
ber of people.
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Areas are shaded so that the highest values are
shown in the darkest colors. Areas on some maps
are quite small so the areas are not outlined.

Area is shaded by most com-
monly-occurring category

Hues are used rather than
shades of one color so there is
no impression of higher and
lower value categories.

A few states are highlighted on
each map and have inflows and
outflows shown.

Widths of flow lines are propor-
tional to the total number of
people. Hue of flow lines relates
to the color of the destination
state.

Symbols show county totals and are placed at county centers

The map key lists the range of data values each size symbol
represents. Symbols also are shaded so that the highest values
are shown in the darkest color.

The map key lists the range
of data values each color
represents. Map keys are
comparable, but not identi-
cal, for maps in series.

The U.S. value is
usually shown.
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In 1950, coal and wood were the most common heating
fuel in many counties in the South and Midwest. Fuel oil
was the most common heating fuel for many counties in
New England, the upper Midwest, and parts of the West.
Electricity was the most common fuel for Clark County,

In recent decades most immigrants to the United States
have initially settled in one of six “gateway” states
(Calfornia, New York, Texas, Florida, Illinois, and New
Jersey), but many later move to other parts of the coun-
try. These two maps contain the most common destina-



Featured Map Types

Featured Geographic Types
Most maps are nationwide and show all counties and all states. Some maps, of the most populous cities or metropolitan areas, use cen-
sus tracts, small statistical areas of about 4,000 people.
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American Indian and Alaska Native Population Distribution

Cities With at Least Five Thousand American Indian and Alaska Native People, 2000
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Population Distribution
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Bar - Height of the bar indicates
magnitude of the population of phe-
nomenon.
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Isopleth - Lines connecting equal values are drawn between data
points. 

Bars have incre-
ments marked
on them to aid
comparison.
Bars also are
shaded so that
the highest val-
ues are shown
in the darkest
color.

Bar maps are used for
the most populous
American Indian reser-
vations and for cities
with the largest
American Indian and
Alaska Native popula-
tions. The base of the
bar is centered on the
reservation area or city.

An isopleth map gives
an impression of con-
tinuous population
distribution with vary-
ing densities.

Metropolitan areas or cities names
are shown.

Census tract detail
This map gives locations of the detail map
areas and shows county data
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Los Angeles-Riverside-Orange County, CA




